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man. I wrote at the time to a friend at home: " Yuan Shih Kai is the Chinaman of the future, and on his success or failure to maintain himself in his present exalted and powerful position depends much of the future of China. He stands almost alone for reform, progress and education. He is honest in money matters, a thing almost unknown in Chinese public life. But his enemies are many and powerful. It is to be hoped he may prevail against them. Watch his career when his name occurs, as it must, in the papers. The present time in China is intensely interesting, and her destiny is rapidly shaping itself." (An estimate of Yuan which I think it worth while to recall in view of the fact that on the death of the Empress-Dowager in 1908 he proclaimed a Republic and became its first President.)
Sir Ernest Satow went home on leave after we had been in Peking about a year, and Walter remained " in charge" of the Legation. From that time till we left Peking, all the social duties fell upon me. As men were not admitted to the presence of the Empress-Dowager, except once a year, when they were received in solemn audience, I had all " the fun of the fayre " in that quarter also.
After the departure of Sir Ernest I went even more often to the Palace. My visits, however, used to cost me rather dear, as everything of mine which the Empress admired I felt more or less bound to give her. In this way she became possessed of a beautiful lace fan, which on one occasion I carried; also of a cigarette case which attracted her very much. But in return she gave me lovely things, among others a fan which she painted for me and further adorned by a dedicatory poem to myself which she composedPEKING                           99
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